
Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

RICHARDSON, Thomas  William          

 
Private, 47531 
D Coy, 10th Battalion, Essex Regiment 
formerly 67663, 2nd/2nd London Regiment 
formerly G/24197, The Buffs 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Sunday, 2nd June 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: British Military Cemetery, Ovillers 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 
Thomas William Richardson was the eldest child of Thomas and Eliza Richardson, 
née Pannell.  He was born in Haverhill on 20th July 1898 and baptised in August the 
following year.   
 
Successive generations of the family had lived in Haverhill since at least 1841 
although Thomas William’s great grandfather, Jesse, had been born in the nearby 
village of Shudy Camps, Cambridgeshire.  Both his great grandfather and his 
grandfather, another Jesse, were farmers.  In 1901 the younger Jesse was living 
with his wife and five of their ten children at Moon Hall Farm, Haverhill.  He was still 
farming at Moon Hall in 1916.  The family appear to have been relatively prosperous 
with ten rooms and a servant.  Jesse was described as an employer, and it is 
possible that he employed his sons, of whom one, Thomas, Thomas William’s father, 
is described as a farmer’s son in the census of that year.  He had been a labourer in 
1899 and would be a carter of coal in 1911, the year in which Jesse is described as 
a farmer and carter.  Thomas and his family lived at 6 Chauntry Road, Haverhill, 
where Thomas William grew up with his six sisters and one brother, Cyril, who 
mercifully was born too late to serve in the war.  The family later moved to 
Chelmsford.  
 
On 31st October 1914 the South-West Suffolk Echo listed ‘Private T. Richardson 5th 
Suffolk Regiment’ in its Roll of Honour of recent volunteers.  It is possible that this 
was Thomas William, who would have been just 16 years of age in October 1914. 
There is also evidence that he was not posted abroad until at least 1916.  We do 

know that Thomas William Richardson enlisted 
at Sudbury and served overseas with three 
successive regiments - the East Kent (Buffs), 
London and Essex regiments. Several local 
‘men’ are known to have enlisted when they 
were underage. Perhaps Thomas William was 
one of these.  
                       

At the time of his death, Thomas was a soldier in D Company of the 10th Battalion 
The Essex Regiment.  The battalion were holding Melbourne Trench (BHQ), Carey 
Trench and Swan Trench. The battalion war diary recorded that:  
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"2/6/18 - Day quiet. Weather right. Work on trenches, widening and deepening. Night 
working parties strengthened wire." Thomas was killed aged 19, on this date.   
 
Thomas is commemorated on the Memorial stone in the West End Congregational 
Church, where he was a member.  Mrs. T. Salusbury Jones, wife of the wartime 
Congregational Minister, unveiled the latter memorial on 11th November 1923.  Her 
own two sons, Ivor and Merfyn, were also among the 31 church members who lost 
their lives out of 183 who were called up.   
 
At the unveiling of the town War Memorial in October 1920, a wreath from Thomas’s 
family had carried this message: 

 
In ever-loving memory of our dear son, Thomas William Richardson, who was 
killed in action June 2nd 1918, aged 19 years. 

 
 
Thomas’ original grave, 
identified by a cross, was 
found after the end of the 
war and he was re-interred 
in the British Military 
Cemetery at Ovillers, 
which lies about five 
kilometres north east of 
Albert in 1920. 
 
(Photo: British Military 
Cemetery, Ovillers) 

 
 
 
 
 

 


